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Committee Mission

The European Union can be described as a supranational organization,
meaning an entity above the national governments of its independent
members. It has several different objectives. As a political union, it
“promotes peace, European values, and the wellbeing of its citizens.” As an
economic union, it creates a common market between its members,
establishing the Euro as a universal currency. It also gets involved in foreign
policy affairs, representing Europe as a unified bloc on the world stage. The
nature of the European Union is complex with many bodies to ensure respect
towards checks and balances. The European Council designs the European
Commission's political agenda, which is then referred to make new
legislations and treaties to be further approved by the European Parliament

and Council of the European Union.



Topic A: Balancing Border Security and Humanitarian Protection in EU

Migration Policy
Introduction:

For over a decade, the European Union has faced a massive and complicated
challenge regarding migration. Millions of people have traveled to Europe to escape
war, extreme poverty, political persecution, and climate disasters. Because Europe is
wealthy and stable, it is a primary destination for people seeking a better life or
simply trying to survive. However, this constant movement of people has put
Immense pressure on the borders of the European Union, creating a crisis that tests
the core values of the continent. The EU finds itself trapped between two conflicting
priorities.

On one hand, there is the need for border security. Every country has the
right and the responsibility to control who enters its territory. Strong borders help
stop human smuggling, block illegal activities, and keep citizens safe. To achieve
this, the EU relies on a border agency called Frontex, which has been given more
money, guards, and technology to heavily patrol the outer edges of Europe. On the
other hand, the EU is legally and morally obligated to provide humanitarian
protection. International laws, like the 1951 Refugee Convention, clearly state that
countries cannot push asylum seekers back to places where their lives are in danger.

Balancing these two sides causes constant political drama between EU member
states. Countries located on the outer borders, like Greece, Italy, and Spain, feel like
they are carrying the entire burden because migrants arrive there first. Meanwhile,
countries further inland sometimes refuse to take in their fair share of refugees,
arguing it would hurt their economies or culture. As the EU tries to figure out a fair
system, countries are constantly arguing over how to protect human rights without

losing control of their borders.



History:

Europe has always experienced migration, but the geographic layout of the
continent makes it a unique challenge. People primarily try to reach Europe by
taking dangerous boat rides across the Mediterranean Sea or by traveling by
land through Eastern Europe. Furthermore, the EU operates under the
Schengen Agreement, which means there are no internal border checks between
most member countries. Once a person enters the EU, they can easily travel from
Italy all the way to Germany or Sweden. This makes the outer borders incredibly
important, as a breach in one country affects the entire Union.

The situation reached a breaking point in 2015, widely known as the
European migrant crisis. Driven largely by the violent civil war in Syria, over a
million people crossed into Europe in a single year. Alarm bells started to sound
in Europe. The system was completely overwhelmed, and countries were not
prepared to house, feed, or process the applications of that many people at once.
This led to a humanitarian disaster with overcrowded camps and thousands of
tragic deaths at sea, while simultaneously causing a massive political panic
across European capitals.

The EU had to respond to the crisis quickly. To regain control, they started
pouring billions of euros into border security. Frontex saw its budget skyrocket.
At the same time, the EU started making controversial deals with foreign
nations like Turkey and Libya. The EU essentially paid these countries large
sums of money to stop migrants from leaving their shores and to take back those
who tried to cross. While this reduced the number of people arriving in Europe,
human rights groups heavily criticized the EU, arguing that migrants were being
trapped in abusive and dangerous conditions in those outside countries.

A major source of internal conflict during this time was a rule called the
Dublin Regulation. This rule states that an asylum seeker's application must be
processed by the very first EU country they enter. Because of geography, this
legally trapped the frontline countries like Italy and Greece with almost all the

responsibility. These border countries pleaded for help and demanded that other



EU nations take in some of the migrants, but the response was heavily divided.
Each EU member tackled this emergency differently, depending on their
government’s political views and their geographic location.

In 2015, Germany famously took the initiative and welcomed hundreds of
thousands of refugees. Conversely, other countries, particularly in Eastern
Europe like Hungary and Poland, took a hostile attitude toward migration.
They built physical border fences and completely refused to accept any asylum
seekers, arguing that doing so would threaten their national security and drain
their financial resources.

Despite heavy criticism from international organizations, the practice of
pushing migrants away has continued. Reports frequently surface of
"pushbacks," where border guards force migrant boats back into international
waters or push people back across land borders before they can legally ask for
asylum. This highlights the harsh reality of the EU's current approach: in the
rush to secure the borders and prevent another 2015-style crisis, humanitarian
protections are frequently taking a backseat.

Current Situation:

The European Union is currently focused on implementing the New Pact
on Migration and Asylum, a comprehensive set of policies designed to reform
Europe’s migration and asylum system. The pact was created in response to
years of disagreement among member states about how to manage migration
flows and share responsibility for asylum seekers arriving at the EU’s external
borders. Countries located on the Mediterranean frontier, such as Italy, Greece,
and Spain, have long argued that they carry a disproportionate burden because
most migrants first arrive on their shores. As a result, the new pact attempts to

address this imbalance through a principle known as “ mandatory solidarity.”



Under this system, inland member states must contribute to migration
management in one of two ways. They can either accept a number of relocated
migrants from border countries or contribute financially to support border
operations, infrastructure, and asylum processing systems. The goal is to ensure
that the responsibility for migration does not fall solely on the states located at
Europe’s external borders. In theory, this system would create a more balanced
and cooperative approach across the Union.

However, implementing these rules in practice has proven to be extremely
difficult. Several member states remain strongly opposed to accepting migrants
through relocation quotas. For governments that face strong domestic
opposition to immigration, complying with these policies can be politically
risky. As a result, the EU may find it challenging to enforce these commitments
and ensure that all countries contribute fairly to the system.

The political climate across Europe has also become more complicated
due to the growing influence of right-wing and anti-immigration political
movements. In many countries, these parties have gained support by advocating
for stricter border controls and reduced migration levels. Their rise places
additional pressure on national governments to adopt tougher positions on
migration and resist EU policies that require them to host asylum seekers.

This growing political divide has intensified tensions within the European
Union. Some member states emphasize the importance of protecting human
rights and maintaining a humanitarian approach to asylum seekers fleeing war,
persecution, or economic hardship. Others prioritize border security and argue
that stricter policies are necessary to maintain social stability and protect
national sovereignty. These opposing perspectives make it extremely difficult

for the EU to establish a unified migration strategy.



Furthermore, the diversity of geographic, economic, and social conditions
across the Union complicates policymaking even further. Coastal states deal
directly with large arrival numbers, while inland countries may experience
migration primarily through secondary movement across borders. Because of
these differences, reaching agreement on shared responsibilities requires
extensive negotiations, compromises, and sometimes special exceptions.

As the EU moves forward with the New Pact on Migration and Asylum,
many important questions remain unresolved. How strictly will the EU enforce
the solidarity mechanism? How much responsibility are inland countries truly
willing to assume? And most importantly, how can the Union balance the need
to maintain secure borders while still protecting the human rights and dignity of

migrants and asylum seekers? The answers to these questions will shape the

future of Europe’s migration policy for years to come.




Points to consider:

« How close is your country to the EU’s external borders?

« Has your country advocated for stricter border controls or
more humanitarian aid?

- Does your country have the geographic and economic
ability to take in more asylum seekers?

« What are the consequences of paying outside countries like
Libya or Turkey to stop migrants?

- Should inland countries be forced to take in migrants from
border countries?

-« How can the EU protect its borders without violating

fundamental human rights?

Useful links:
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/migration-and-asylum/new-
pact-migration-and-asylum_en

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/eu-migration-policy/_

https://frontex.europa.eu/

https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean

https://missingmigrants.iom.int/region/mediterranean

https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-

igrants/

https://www.rescue.org/eu/article/what-eu-pact-migration-and-asylum

https://www.hrw.org/europe/central-asia/european-union
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Topic B: Strengthening EU Counterterrorism Cooperation while
Protecting Civil Liberties

Introduction

For over two decades, the European Union has faced an evolving and
persistent threat from terrorism. From the tragic large-scale attacks in Madrid,
London, Paris, and Brussels to the rise of "lone actor"” radicalization, terrorism
remains a top safety concern for European citizens. Because the EU operates as
an area without internal borders, a security threat in one member state is a
threat to all. However, this necessity for security creates a fundamental tension
with the EU’s core identity as a protector of human rights.

The EU finds itself caught between two vital priorities. On one hand, there
Is the urgent need for counterterrorism cooperation. To stop attacks before they
happen, the EU relies on agencies like Europol and the Counter-Terrorism
Coordinator to facilitate the sharing of intelligence, DNA databases, and
passenger name records (PNR). Stronger cooperation helps track foreign
fighters, cut off terrorist financing, and monitor extremist content online. On the
other hand, the EU is legally bound by the Charter of Fundamental Rights to
protect civil liberties. Measures like mass surveillance, data retention, and
heightened police powers often clash with the right to privacy, freedom of
speech, and the principle of non-discrimination.

Balancing these sides causes constant friction. Civil rights groups argue
that security laws often unfairly target minority communities or infringe on the
digital privacy of innocent people. As the EU develops new technology to
combat "homegrown" radicalization, member states continue to debate how to

keep the public safe without turning Europe into a surveillance state.
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https://fra.europa.eu/en/eu-charter
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/fight-against-terrorism/counter-terrorism-coordinator/
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://edps.europa.eu/data-protection/our-work/subjects/counter-terrorism_en
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	Welcome Commissioners,​
	My name is Paula Abbatiello García, and I am honored to serve as your President for the European Union Committee. I am 16 years old, in 11th grade, and very passionate about Model United Nations. I enjoy playing volleyball, singing, traveling, and spending time with my friends. Although I’m still deciding what to study in the future, I’m interested in careers related to communication or psychology, as I enjoy listening to and helping others.
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